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The EIlvesd New Yea
budding leaves has come and gone,
and ushered in a glorious Summer ripe
for adventuring! In this issue, we have
endeavored to explore topics that may
help inspire those of you who may wish
to create an Elvish livinghistory
persona! (As none of our current
membership portray such a being, it has
been a bit of a challenge for us-to gather
up a newsl etteros
this issue, we offer up (among other
topi cs) a seliect i
which could be applied to an' Elvish
impression, share some fascinating
revel ations on th
known export, and unpack what it takes
to truly

for reading!

- A. hollis

capture th
We hope you will enjoy, and thank you -
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HI*ho.t hi s my t h'l

Eles and Men are in their
g-incarnate forms kindred...
The Eles represent, as it
were, the artistic,
aesthetic, and purely
scientific aspects of
the Humane nature
raised to a higher
level than is
actually seen
En: - Me
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PickcaPersona: Eles

A. Hollis

We will now cross the final racial divide andwvxion exported to northern Mirkwood (6).

amine possible common personas for Ahd once decanted, one would need a fine
Firstoorn of Middlesarth, the Elves. Whileeatherworkerto create the leather flasks and
some of their skills may seem to cross thebbiites that are used to contain such drinks (7).

into Omagico to thofyihokeWita nfih8 for the tekiile @rts, réd ©
some are still within the realm of possibilitys{,ching and practicing the exquisite crafts of
we mortals to demonstrate or mterpret. Weaver and Roper in a Lothérien context
-Whether of the Grey Havens, Loti#n, or.qiq be quite interesting. While it may have
Edhellhond, one craft practiced by Elves sjigs, overshadowed by the more promileemt

the First Age is that ddoatwright, often in-paghe mysterious Elvish materathlainstil

corporating birdorms, but also using simplggrigues us. One wonders if or how its unique
designs such as the boats given to the Feligierties of softness and strength could be
ship for riveitravel (1). In fact, Tolkien W“t?éplicated.

in a note thabAll Elves were naturally skilled 1&1 h ¢ | iced by the El
making boatso (2)! -Another craft apparently practiced by the Elves

As these craft are often described as bein [)églvendell anddrien is that offanner. note
pelled by muscle power, it is logical that the a Hal diros |o 0.k out:
must also have been Elvidloodworkersre- 1U'S and fucloaks to keep warm in the
sponsible for car vi BEEOPs Bledpd itis épﬁqmca_lg/ Elropd,who
handled paddl es éhapedfUPPies thg gepastiggyeliopship witHifed

bl adesé, the box gi S\)o‘%ﬁi;ﬁir Cko y aelaﬁgﬁtg&by? %Lﬁigfe
o the orichly ¢a rfer/rt e(lljr east;/(\,éa%oll p[I‘GISl?rﬁl bly Woﬁ{&ave not'

Rivendell (4). f the hides of their quarries go to waste, so it
M jewelry of [ ’
any gems and jewelry of great beauty ai%llows that their kingdom included tanners as

tributed to Elvishlewelers such as the gre
Elfstone given to Aragorn, the golden belt §g!- (10)

en to Boromir, or thenallorbrooches given teAs we discuss in detail later in this issue (see
the Fellowship (5). The designing and makagg 7), the famous waybread of the Elves,
of such treasures would be wonderful tol@xbasvould be wonderful to interpret through
plore through interpretation (SeeSearch of ehepersona, as long as you keep in mind the
ElverBroocbn page 12). unique restrictions placed on its production and
-One intoxicatimpssibility would be that of ahstribution! (11)

ElvishBrewer, Vintner, or Distiller, responsi-Finally, there is perhaps no greater store of
ble for making theniruvocordial of Rivendelast knowledge in Midetarth than that of
(itself possibly a kind of mead, and possiblgffhd in Rivendell. Such would be an excellent
same as the ofragr afiforaldredntageh Aréhivist, Br&chSlh Wi
Hobbits by Gildor) or the heady wine of D@fhat we might call dvish Librari#n or even
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llluminator of manuscripts. If you have an (@) The Rivers and Béurlit®of Gondor

terest in the Elvish modes of writing or CaHQLR 11:8

raphy, you may want to consider this as an ex-_

cell ent 6i ndoor per(é)d'%lél]ﬁ to practice dur

long, cold months of Winte x"x (5)LR11:8
dh (6)LR 11:3, 1:3,The HobbitCh 9

Are there any Elvish trades which we sh6QItdR I:112, 11:3;TH 9
have included hereJoin the conversatio@)LRI:6

- | —
online and let us know! QLRII:3

References (10)TH 8

1)Lord of the Ring8ook II: Chapter 8; _
(1) Adventres of Tom Bombad 6 The ~ (LDHOME Vol XII: Ch XV,0n Lembas

History of Middleearth, Volume XlI
Chapter XIlll, note 29.

Review: 3 Rivers Bodkin points

A vailable fron3riversarchery.cqrthese gluen short Bodkins are a great answer to our need

for target points that look the part as well as a legitimatedef@dleng point for the wander-
er.Online, they have an aged appearance, but in person they come as a very uniform pitch b
still, thatods nothing that some | ight han
common 11/ 326 di a-degréedaper.sderdidaltto standarchmodernffigldv e
points, for an easy conversion. They also weigh in at 125 grains, the most common point wel
to help us avoid sacrificing functionality for form while afieil3.50 per three points, this is

an Iinexpensive and easy way to take your
mer sive and I mpressive, al most r egaearthl ess
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ok} xor ttke ymyesd gg x&eYmjoe J gf{ ] X

ZUutos ~ 101z &O G. Lammers

L . ~ for the western shores, where he eventually
T hough it might be hard to belieagesi so meets Ulmo and sets out on his search for

iconic and identified with Dwarvish CUlﬁJrQ;ondohn We read in the actual fall of the
were indeed associated with some groupgredt city that Tuor maintains his habit of bear-
Tol ki enTudy skch & ®d could be 48y an axe rather than the swords typical of
sociated with all of the Elves and cultures agh@gde in Gondolin.As we learn much later in
races across Midearth, as no one in thefhe Hobbit Turgon, King of Gondolin, carries
right mind would go about cutting timber f9ramdring, which could be assumed to be a ba-
building and crafting with any other tool, Rytheter to measure the rest of the city against:
for discussionds s afneGondlindtimh NerelaOsiverddlding Peo-S t |
tal king about the ayle @8 thi&pot hodlrthed tadel bfCaReb |
In the First Age the Elves were divided angpggifically used in wartime and connected to
several kindreds (1), each of which had dhElves exist, but it is easy to trace where the
tain proclivity for a particular tradehe Teleriknowledge and useulthave goneA clear de-
were shipbuilders and seafarers; it was thege@nd from Tuor down the line of Men to
were slaughtered in such large numbeMU@enoris easy to trace (lending credence to
Aqualoné by t he Nol dor thecpngeguial Gondariary Boaiding Axe fea-
kindred who had chosen to stay in Miggightured in Edge of the Wild)3iut where did
during the great journey from the East wiiegse Grey Elves end up in later Ages?

the Elves first awokdt was these Teleri, Whﬂany of the Sindar joined with the remaining
eventually became known as the Sindar, oNglgé6r in forming new communities after the
Grey Elves, with whom we have known asgR@truction of BeleriandOne such was Oro-
aionswith Axes pher of Doriath, who founded the woodland

It is notable that Thingol Greymantle, greg®®im in what would later become Mirkwood.
of the Sindar and father of Luthien, had hidAder his demise (5), his son Thranduil took the
mory stockedwvith axes and with spears dhtbne and ruled into the Fourth Age (6). Mirk-

s wo ffi dnghét ordesuggesting that the ake0o 0 d s f orces at the
was for his people the most important (3). described as wielding spear, sword, and bow (7),

A young Tuor son of Huor was raised amB stands to reas

0D L T Wl e sy i g,
years of age and was become strong and hﬁ?yo conle ogpnoprthern Mirkwood than
wield arms, the axe and bow of the & ng peop heit d | b
el veséod (4). This i e%fSr?i%Séle'E 8'%‘3{r OUQ'/ tYle%
the Elves to fit h|% %\H]R Qtle

as the Elves raising him to figeir way obbitbeen comple ed, but unfo unately of

this we shall never knc -4~
Tuor eventually leaves these Elves and heads p: o8
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Notes and References: Out of Edoras:

(1) The SilmarillionQuenta Silmarillion: _
Chapter 3 Of the Coming of the Elves and Elvish Horses
the Captivity of Melkor. E Meulemans

(2)The SilmarillionQuenta Silmarillion:
Chapter 9 Of the Flight of the Noldor

(3)The SilmarilliomQuenta Silmarilion Elariimadel s "oFse

Chapter 16 Of the Sindar grey and white, and no more, but we
(4)The Fall of GondolirOf Tuor and His Co
ing to Gondolin

(5)Unfinished Tale#art Two, Chapter 4: The

B: The Sindarin Princes of the Silvan Elves cate build and sensitive character of the

(6) The Lord of the RingsAppendix B: The

ele of vears oint, however, | am probably bia: -4-
’ ’ Y 7
(7) The Hobbit Chapter 17: The Clouds Bu > P y *

OTheir spears and s
gleam of chill flame, so deadly was the
hands that held them. As soon as the host
mies was dense in the valley, they sent agg
er of arrows, and each flickered as it fled||.ore and there with but a spoken word: s
stinging fire. Behind the arrows a thousalywas t he el vi sh
Sspear men | eapt d
Perhaps even more intriguing in this depicti
I's the possibility t
the Gondolindri mds
weapons like Sting, Glamdring, or Orcrist!

QLRI T I : 2: oLegol as
saddle and rein. 'l need them not,' he sai

At right, we see Ms
depiction of the Ringbearers preparing to |
leave Rivendell at the close of the Third Age€
Galadriel is astride her grey palfrey in the
foreground. (fromB/ / b o 0 s , platesdy
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Caoneerning-l.embas

G. Lammers

| f creating an Elvish persona, known thi rt to those wh_o had the need and right to
use the bread. If it was sown at any season,

such asembashe mythical bread of the Eldggye in frost, it soon sprouted and grew swiftly,
will likely come to mind. Due to its import aR@ugh it did not thrive in the shadow of plants
thorough examination on the topic, the foll@f-Middleearth and would not endure winds
ing passage froithe Peoples of Middiarththat came out of the North while Morgoth

is presenteih its entirety: dwelt there. Else it needed only a little sunlight
. to ripen; for it took swiftly and multiplied all
OT his food the Eldar alone knew how tk@ vigour of any light that fell on it. The Eldar
make. It was made for the comfort of thgsew it in guarded lands and sunlit glades; and
who had need to go upon a long journey irthig gathered its great golden ears, each one, by
wild, or of the hurt whose life was in peril. @and, and set no blade of metal to it. The white
ly these were permitted to use it. The Eldahdidm was drawn from the earth in like manner,
not give it to Men, save only to a few whamd woven into corleep for the storing of the
they loved, if they were in great need.* Th@®@n: no worm or gnawing beast would touch
dar say that they first received this food ftbat gleaming straw, and rot and mould and
the Valar in the beginning of their days inater evils of Middiearth did not assail it.

Great Journey. For it was made of a King@jm the ear to the wafer none were permitted
corn which Yavanna brought forth in the figlglshandle this grain, save those el@men

of Aman, and some she sent to them bywh§ were called Yavannildi (or by the Sindar
hand of Orome for their succour upon the Igrg Ivonwin), the maidens of Yavanna; and the
march. art of the making of theembaswhich they
(*This was not done out of greed or jealdesyned of the Valar, was a secret among them,
although at no time in Midebarth was thereand so ever has remainéeimbag the Sin-
great store of this food; but because the Elddn name, and comes from the older form
had been commanded to keep this gift in tReAMbassjourneybread'. In Quenya it was
own power, and not to make it common to thest often name@oimawhich is 'lifedbreadd
dwellers in mortal lands. For it is said thalh# History of Middlearth, Vol 12: The Peo-
mortals eat often of this bread, they becptag of Middlesarth Ch 1% Of Lembas

weary of their mortality, desiring to abigle . . .

among the Elves, and longing for the fields'df 'Mmportant to examine this passage careful-

Aman, to which they cannot come.) ly, regardless of what culture your impression

Since it came from Yavanna, the queen, O\I/?v Fiues, because while it describes fairly clearly

hiahest amona the elvaomen of anv beool ¥ went into the lifgiving wafers, it also
9 9 : y peop t(a ite clearly states how restricted their use was,
great or small, had the keeping and gift of e

lembas, for which reason she was aaldsganie how raréembatsuly was. For starters, no
! nonElves should have access to it. We have

or be_sthe Lady, of breadgiver. Now th's “Phlord of butbne exceedingly rare instance in
had in it the strong life of Aman, which it coid - 4 group of mostly ndfves both en-
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tered and exited Lotlen unscathed, and “.)
< 4

were only givefembasder the most extreme ‘ "

of needs. 4 ’ A

For Elves, the use is far more common, yet ', ¥

somehow not common. An Elvish persona \_\ A v =

should have a significant reason for carrying .. J\Q" -
: ‘ o

lembéeess outlined above, and in the pursuit of = :\ . -
our 6common personabd idefa,l,\;*z,se reaso
arendot to be sought owt asf g o1 ey bhut ré

.

occasion when the opportunity presents itself. “.' '
All other cultures should avoid referring to \ o d

their trail bread akmbadout rather a lesser ~-';;"'~ |
waybread of varying value as would be ex- e

pected of less skilled bakers attempting to imi-

tate the rumored wafers of the El 4~
A

Bel ow, we have Ms. Pauline Baynesd inter g

a group who are infrequently depicted by Tolkien illustratorsT he gar b of Tl
folk are only described twice, and TH®Bt h t
LR 1I:2). Ms. Baynes makes the fascinating choice of clothing her woodland elves in
coats of overlapping leafike scales, sometimes paired with cloaks. Not only would
such leafy garments provide excellent camouflage in Mirkwood (effectively disrupting
the wearerdos sil houette) but the pai+ing
repellent (acting much like a wearable thatched roof)!

(from B/ | bo s ,vionette nuSloenls)

DY
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Same'Notes'onithe Appearance

of iENes A. Hollis

A s an author, Tolkien was walare of his IIl. No need for razors!
dsketchinessé in deldenepfphisdigal withngs on Midearthy o ¢
his characters (admitting as much in Left}sl k1 en "expl ained the
Nos. 154 and 211), which can be frustratin§ fort 1 on o | d o oied vRemi n
those of us who seek to replicate or reconsitgedmroth (§ . He writes tha
his world as accurately as possible. SimilafyChe € r I st i ¢ of —all EIl ve
rarely depicted human figures in his artwg Ul d be an oobservabl
focusing instead on landscapes (which weMé®ff € s o descendedo (7)
ten stylized). This means th@tcontrary to certain popular

Therefore we find we often have to do mi@@@ictiond not only Elves, but also prominent
than a little digging and reading betweerM@@ such as Aragorn, Boromir, and Faramir.

lines to tease out details that flesh outWRidld also appear Clestraven, due to their
world. mixed Elvish/Namenorean heritage!

. Height Tol kienb0s statement wo
déwe encourage our Hebgyd ofCirdam the Shipwright 48, tak
pursue portraying peoples which closely fit if@#dwA gararchival note, he wrote that Elves

sonal capabilities. &nftReiur atenakco@dfag gd)
a Dwarf woul (MERSe01G Ol PW P et [dst ¢ hdmglv greve a n «
Standards 4:b:i) one early in his second cycle (9).

While we do not wish to exclude interested par- _ _

ties from interpreting Elvish culture, for maxi-  1ll. To point or not to point

mum verisimilitude we would suggest that tiidrse longrunning debate among scholars of
who wish to do so have the physical charagtieidlee ar t h deal s with wh
istics to do so convincingly, chiefly a strongeaadr s ar e ©6poi ntyad. To
slender build, though height is a bonus.  will say that there is evidence for both cases,

After all, individuals of the Firstborn are YWaich can be summarized as follows.
tallest of all the Free PeopleBurgon was saig\rquments for pointed ears

to be otallest of ak byt ifduistiC Rdtes 8 Sudny b note

save Thingol” (1, 2). While we are never gven, 1 s § T h e Quendi an
specifics on Thingol 0g5 T‘SEQEts’ha\ff%dKQ%"é’lntﬁ

must have been taller than Elendil the Ta &Es he wrote that the Querigagsindarin

NUmenor, who wéisdepending on the sourGgs | o 4 f Oi st s 0SS i
either 706 or 70 1_1éan6§|_’AS4)S't géﬁloafcprué|e\ﬁ Swﬁasl\
tall as well , —amd gWwagii8iily,ad fisdnottsCon Mfstrafiied "
6640 (5). Hobbit he explains that
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slightyp oi nt ed a (@d). ' el v tiom br'cancealer will dampen the glossiness of
Arguments for nomointed ears the tape and eliminate this problem.

The main evidence given for Elves hawngscond alternative method, as seen below at

rounded ears is that oftentimes in his stqr@%, is to apply a drop or two of cyanoacrylate
certain Men are believed to be Elves whenfisls y per gl ued) gel to

encountered; ibnfinished Talean EIf recogt wo si des ¢t o gether . By

nizes Tuor as a Man not due to his ears, byfisarance can be easily accomplished. Alt-
cause of the nature of his eyes. This Sugg&sls the glue may break down and release on
that given two similar specimens, the dif{glown in a day or two, if a faster return to nor-

ences between the two races might not b iy is desired, a drop of acetone (nail polish
mediately obvious to an observer. Tolkien agipver) will do so handily.

ally writes, 0éthere was | ess i f ference
the two Kindreds, Elves and Men, in e
youth; and a man who watchedchlfdren at
play might well have believed that they wer
children of Menéeo (

Unfortunately, no definitive answer to the
Question can be made with the texts we
available to us currently; perhaps some |
buried note will someday come to light.

However, if an interpreter wishes to port
one of the Firstborwithpointed ears, two sim=®
ple, temporarygnd prosthéteemethods do ex- Taped ear method Glued ear method
ist!

Method one: using transparent adhesive %M

the tip of the ear may be lightly squeezedd-! | € we are on the su
gether to form an Elfke point. The degree &Ut war d appearance to
the effect and final shape will be determind@ggS: It may be worth taking the time to state
the eards starting VWBERIO BHIHlst Thoyw N ghftq s
what angle it is taped. Start with a short [jie€R as dwarves, elves, and hobbits. _

of tape, around 26 /tshoyd be poted thagnowherg dogs Tolkien,
back of the top of the ear. Squeezing thes%f? that _hobblts hgve oversized feet_. This Is a
of the ear together, wrap the tape aroundP@Rylar misconception begun (we believe) with
be sure to secure i he proportorchallenged art ofqthe;Byothgrsg
adhesion to your skin to stay in place. It fHiebrand in the 1970s and encouraged by Pe-
take several attempts to get the look you dbsfid. Jacksonds WETA des
Fully transparent tape should be used, ofteRy LOTRO developers. Therefore, it is not
wise the tape will be visible, although it ca’§g§ssary in the context of keglhhenticity

reflect some glare as in the left photo belo@.!al VI ng hobbitryd to v
very minimal application of cosmetic founbi3¢ authenticity gained through a thoroughly
researched and constructed kit and adopted
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persona is more than enough to make prosth@tHistory of Middlesarth Vol 5111 The Et-
i c devices unnecessawymnwlogesAddi ng a o6foot t
to the tops of 0 n e 6(31)Wdrds,e Rhrase® and dPapkddished eim mi
so |l ong as it does n d®armaEldalaenbeioat7e wi t h one
to travel safely while on the trail. (12)Letters No. 27

(13)HOME Vol 1Q Part 3:Laws and Customs
Li kewi se, as shown eamdngteerEldara poi nted O6el
look can be created through means besides the
wearing of pl astic
scribe to the O6norm
unnecessary in the first place! Those who
to portray a dwarvish persona certainly
not encumber themselves with an artifi
beardwig. If you cannot grow a beard, mg
the rest of your persona and kit as com
and authentic as possible. Or perhaps
should consider if a dwarven persona is
for you. Such artificial beards rarely look (
vincing, and on the trail are impractical at
and dangerous at won*

s

References:

(1)Unfinished Talesl: Ch 1 Of Tuor and
coming to Gongdobie 31

(2)The SilmarillionChapter 80f Eldamar a
the Princes of the Eldalié

B0OEIl endi | and his
been s e (akien Papeest Bodleas
Library, Oxford; Published in Hammond
S ¢ ulord 6fsthe Rings: A Reader's Co
panion 229.

(4)UT: Il Ch 1 0 The Disaster of the Gle
Fields Appendix: Numenorean Line
Measures

(5)ibid.

(6)LRV:4

(7)UT 8 Il: Ch 48 The History of Galadriel&d he Sword of El endil
Celeborn Elvish smiths, and on its blade was traced a

(8)LRVI:9 device of seven stars set between the cres-

(9)From the Shibboleth of Feanor, publishe@ent Moon and the rayed Sun, and about

in Vinyar Tengwar, 41 them was written ma
Lord of the Rings,Book Il: Chapter 3
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In-Search. of the Elven - brooch
A. Hollis

| think most Q¥ragorn] held up a thing that glittered in the

L th hate them, : :
ove them of hate them nlight.It looked like the-apaned leaf of a beech
agree that for nearly two(!) decades, the f'r%é

_ : fhir and strange in that treeless plaire
Jackson/WETA vision of Mldd@rth haso ooch of an elvedloak!" cried Legolas and
been the dominant interpretation in the pop ar : -
: e : : . mli together. o6 (4)
imagination. While many of his choices align _ _
nicely with Tol ki en®8ddistciagyR gl lg¥ers cWg§ p€ B n
is one oOartifact6 iShrptigng thatjthe progehes Rust ke purely o
deviates from the text. | refer in this case t¢@fgnetic, and play no functional role in keeping
elvenbrooches of Lothlérien. the Elvencloaks in place. Note that even after

pin ounclaspso6 his

. Pi
Despite what Messrs.. Jackson and T@nglf, as he still wears it later in the chapter and

would have us believe, the leaves ofabor . : )
tree did NOT resemble a species of the grgo Lljsseunsgeg ttt)nyeiaed?/i?areokg F;o:akr: ;hﬁ anc(j I\éle)rry

Hederdivy). Actually, in a departure from his -

usual osketchinesso (1), Tol ki ends vario
scriptions quite plainly spell out what sudReferences
leaf or brooctshoullbok like: (1)Letters No. 154, 211

olts bark was silve (%?al%gﬁﬂi%edsﬂ&ﬂlﬁ A Desripthn bft S

somewhat upswepfter the manner of the Nisle of Nimenor
but it never grew save with a single tritsk.

leaves, like those of the beech, hrmslar@rq:aaﬂ&?’)QQ I8

green above and beneath were silver glis{d)ibR I11:2

in the sun; in the autumn they did not fall, (tgl)q_R -3
turned to pale gold. . .0

OEach cloak was fastened about the neck w
brooch | i ke a green | eaf veined with silywv

With the above pieces of evidence
in mind, it is surprising that thus
far no enterprising craftsman has
produced a functional and
accurate elfbrooch!

Perhaps such an item might
function similarly to the
mallorn-inspired hairpiece at
left, made by the author.
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About Us

The Middiarth Reenactment Society is dedicated to the furthering of J.R.R. Tolkie
cul tur al studies, within the fram
We exist to recreate the culturesedridichdbieth form and function, and to mold
ourselves into peoples fitting to associate with and live as mealizss ofltinesse fully
A part of theiddleearthrangerelkign rereation community, the Society publishes the online p
Edge of the Wildshowcasing new research, methods, materials, and instructional articles,
t hroughout the year at various sites deer
| ands envisioned within the pag

To subscribe to the newsletter and receive Hagecofsue\Gfdent directly to your inbox,
contact us\itldleearthreenactmentsociety@gmail.com

or f i nd uBliddesarth Reccaetmenidkciesys 0

To apply for membership, please $etodpdrzad photo and a detailed description!

Society News

Three of our core membership (plus a trusty hound) gathered in early
April to explore new areas of an old haunt. Despite inclement weather, two
nights were spent quite comfortably in a primitive manner,
and great fellowship was had by all.
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